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June 8, 1992 
1562] SE 26th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 
Tom French 
120 Great Road 
Maynard, MA 01754 


Dear Tom: 


[have to apologize for not answering your letter sooner. I have been living out ofa suitcase all spring, and it seems 
like life is not my own. Last week I was in Phoenix and visited John Elwood. Actually I should say that I visited 
him and his keys. I sure enjoy drooling over those things. 


While I was there he showed me a small book that you have done on the McElroy keys. I would certainly like to 
get a copy of it if any are available. Please let me know the cost. 


In the book you mentioned a Mac bug with “Property of” cast into the side. I have one of these, and it is marked 
the same way, except that the sentence is completed with the words “U.S. Navy”. I have seen one other, and 
someone had definitely worked it over with a grinder to remove the words. My guess is that these were liberated 
from the military after the war and that the owners were uneasy about the markings. 


The label on the key says “MANUFACTURED FOR NAVY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, 
THEODORE R. MCELROY, SPEED KEY MODEL CMK-26009, CONTRACT NO. 47606, SERIAL NO. 60". 
Iam working on a roll of film of key pictures, and will shoot a couple of this key. I’ll send the pictures as soon as 
the film is processed. The “Property of U.S. Navy” doesn’t show up very good, buy maybe I can highlight it with 
chalk or something. 


[have several straight keys that sure look like McElroys, but the castings are pretty crude. [had always wondered 
if old Ted was losing tt or something. All of his bugs were of high quality, but it seemed strange that so many of 
the straight keys were poorly made. 


I have enclosed a print out of my Mac keys. If I can get a copy of your booklet I am sure that I can do a better job 
of identifying the bugs. Out of this bunch Iam sure that several are either made by Telegraph Apparatus Co. or are 
counterfeit McElroys per Mr. Ingram. 


While drooling/visiting with John I mentioned that a Mr. Henry Engstrom had visited to see my collection and that 
he later provided me with a list on manufacturers of U.S. Navy keys. John indicated that you were working on this 
too, so here is a transcription of his list: 


TEL CTE TELEPHON ICS CORPORATION 
CSE SIGNAL ELECTRIC 

CE] E.F. JOHNSON 

CTC CHICAGO TELEPHONE SUPPLY 
WE CW WESTERN Electric 

CIB JH. BUNNELL 

CMI )? [THEY MADE WW II KEYS] 


is BENDIX 
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Judging by the label on the “Navy Mac” it may be safe to indicate that “CMK” was the designator for McElroy. 
Ihave no idea what he used for source material. I’m sending him a copy of this letter, and I am sure that he will be 
getting ahold of you. He has some good sources and is working to collect samples of all Navy keys. 


I suspect that McElroy had something to do with the Telegraph Apparatus Company as their ads are nearly identical 
to the McElroy ads, and they mention “World Fastest Telegrapher.” Any ideas? 


I have a Mac straight key with different pivots than the standard in that they do not fit into the adjustment screws, 
the adjustment screws fit into the arm. Wonder if it is a Mac or a bogus? 


I picked up a Mac Junior last fall. It is in tolerable shape, but has no label. Did all of them have labels? This one 
has no markings. 


John tells me that you are working on a book on Macs, and if there 1s anything that I can do to help, please let me 
know. I have a pretty good set up for photos and can do black and white if need be. 


Speaking of John. I am going to start sending him copies of any of my correspondence that documents key lineage. 
He has quite an impressive amount of correspondence on keys, and has served as a great source of information for 


me. I am beginning to feel the need for a serious newsletter for information on keys. Nothing fancy, but a general 
forum for sharing of information. What think? 


73 


Lynn N7CFO 


Cc: John Elwood 
HENRY ENGSTROM [P.0. BOX 5846, SANTA ROSA, CA 94502] 


Note: This version of the first Keyletter was re-mastered from a scan of the original. The original was 
printed on a dot matrix printer (State of the art for the day) and was fading badly. 


